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A Message from the President 



To the Members of the American Library Association : 

The sessions of the A. L. A. Council in Chicago the last week 
of December give promise of particular significance and far-reach- 
ing effect in the topics under consideration, provided clean-cut dis- 
cussion paves the way for definite^ action. This fortunate result 
will be reached if every member of the Council feels individual 
responsibility not only to be present but also to participate in the 
discussion. Particularly we urge official delegates of regional as- 
sociations^ — chapters of the A. L. A. — to exercise their rights as 
representatives of their state and provincial organizations, and to 
be present to set forth the views of the library workers in their re- 
spective districts. We have in mind as of special importance the 
question of the functions of the Council, which will be discussed in 
the report of the Committee on Constitution, and the reports rela- 
tive to the standardization of libraries and the certification of li- 
brarians. These are not new problems, but they will stay with us 
until they are settled definitely and in the right way. 

There will be three sessions of the Council, all of them open 
to all members of the Association. Those not members of the 
Council are urged to express their views on matters to be consid- 
ered, to their local or nearby Council members, thus making the 
latter truly representative. Let us not be content merely to discuss, 
but let us see that through wise action definite progress is made in 
the subjects we are to consider, and so make this Council meeting 
one of the best in the history of the Association. 
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May also the other groups holding sessions at Chicago succeed 
in accomplishing the things which shall make for the progress of 
libraries and the wider dissemination of good books and their in- 
fluence in the daily life of our fellow-citizens. 

George B. Utley. 



